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The Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is “the Holy Spirit of God.” (Ephesians 4:30) 
 

"Truly we believe in one God, God the Father the Pantocrator...We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ...We believe in the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from the Father"  

~ The Orthodox Creed 
 
Who is the Holy Spirit? 

 
The Holy Spirit is a person of the Holy Trinity (a unique person yet one in essence). The 
three persons work together for a single will.  
 

Creation “By the Word of the Lord the heavens were made, and all the host of them by 
the breath of His mouth” (Ps. 33:6).  
 
“Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image” (Gen 1:26) 
 
God the Father creates through His Word (Logos) and His Breath (Spirit).  

Incarnation At the annunciation the Father sends the Holy Spirit upon Virgin Mary, and 
she conceives of the eternal Son of God so God’s taking of our humanity is 
a Trinitarian work. 

Christ’s 
Baptism 

This is seen as a revelation of the Trinity. The Father’s voice from heaven 
bears witness to the Son, and at the same moment the Holy Spirit, in the form 
of a dove, descends from the Father and rests upon the Son 

 
The Holy Spirit was mentioned many times in the Old Testament. For example, God says 
in the book of Joel: “And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on 
all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions.” (John 2:28). St. Peter mentioned that this prophecy was 
fulfilled on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:16,17).  
 
St. Peter was also very clear that lying to the Holy Spirit means lying to God when he said 
to Ananias and Sapphira “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the 
Lord?” (Acts 5:9)  
 
There are many titles of the Holy Spirit in the bible such as the Comforter, Spirit of truth, 
Spirit of Holiness, Spirit of adoption, Spirit of revelation, Spirit of grace, etc.  
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“Spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel, and might, of knowledge, and of 
godliness, and of the fear of God.” (Isaiah 11:2) 

Our Coptic church understands the significance of the Holy Spirit so there is a dedicated 
Agpeya hour to express our constant dependence upon this divine person for His work 
in our lives. 
 
“O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of truth who is present in all places and fills 
all, the treasury of good things and the Life-Giver, graciously come, and dwell in us and 

purify us from all defilement, O Good One, and save our souls” 

 
The Significance of the Holy Spirit in Our Church 
 

● Guardian of Church Teaching  
 

“For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.” (Matt. 10:20). 
  
The Holy Spirit guards the Holy Bible. He preserved it from all mistakes since it was 
written by His inspiration. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” (2 Timothy 3:16).  
 
When the disciples began writing the Gospels, they remembered the words of Jesus even 
after many years had passed. The Holy Spirit inspired and reminded them. “And I will 
pray to the Father, and He will give you another Counselor, to be with you forever, but the 
Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, He will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” (John 14:16,26). 
 
St. Peter said, “for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke 
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:21) and for this reason, we say in the 
Orthodox Creed about the Holy Spirit, “who spoke by the prophets.” 
 

● The Beginning of the Church  
 
Christ chose the apostles and sent them to preach and serve. However, He did not allow 
them to start preaching until after the Holy Spirit came upon them.  
 
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
(Acts 1:8) 
 
The Day of Pentecost 
The day of Pentecost is a glorious day in the history of our Church. It comes after 50 days 
from the Passover. It was also a harvest feast that is celebrated with joy. Jerusalem was 
crowded with pilgrims coming from all parts of the world to share the joys of the feast.  
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In the middle of these celebrations, there was a group of people gathering in the upper 
room praying and waiting for the promise of Christ. On that day the Holy Spirit rested on 
the disciples and they were filled with heavenly power that was not in them before. They 
no longer worked alone but the Spirit of God worked in them and with them. 
“And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 
distributed and resting on each one of them” (Acts 2:2-4).  
 
The pilgrims who were in Jerusalem heard the disciples speaking to them about Jesus 
and giving proof that he was the Messiah whom their fathers were waiting for. It was 
strange that each of them heard the disciple speaking his own language. 
 
On this day St. Peter stood up among thousands of people, filled with courage and zeal, 
announcing his faith in Christ and calling them to believe in Him saying “Repent and be 
baptized and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” They received His word with joy 
and they were baptized and there were added that day about three thousand souls” (Acts 
2:37-39). Compare Peter on this day to frightened Peter who ran away and denied Jesus. 
This was not a result of incidental courage but rather the Holy Spirit that gave them the 
words they spoke to people.  

 
The Holy Spirit worked, inspired, taught, established and supported! 

 
● Evangelism Guide  

 
The Holy Spirit inspired the disciples with the Spirit of testimony and preaching in the 
whole world. They bore witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus from the dead and 
called for repentance and preparing the hearts to receive the kingdom of God and waiting 
for the second glorious coming of Christ.  
 
The apostles dealt with the Spirit as their guide in their evangelism journey. St. Paul said 
it clearly "And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that 
will happen to me there.” (Acts 20:22).  
 

Cornelius’s 
baptism 

When his men arrived at Peter, “the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are 
seeking you. Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I 
have sent them.” (Acts 10:19,20) 

St. Paul and 
St. Silas 

"They were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. After they 
had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit 
them." (Acts 16:6,7) Finally, He invited them to preach in Macedonia. 

St. John’s 
vision 

“And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, 
and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem” (Revelations 21:10) 
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Symbols of the Holy Spirit in the Bible 
 

Dove In the Lord’s baptism, “He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting 
upon Him.” (Matthew 3:16). The Church, or the human soul when filled with the Holy 
Spirit, is likened to a dove (Song of Solomon 5:2) 

Oil  This is clear in the Sacrament of the Unction of the Sick and the Holy Myron. 
 
Anointing with oil was used in the Old Testament for sanctification of utensils used 
in the house of God. It was also used to anoint kings as seen in Samuel’s story who 
anointed Saul and David so the Lord's Spirit comes upon the anointed one. 

Fire This appeared on the day of the Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came upon 
the disciples as “divided tongues”, as of fire. 
 
“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:3,4) 

Water The water signifies birth and the fruitfulness of life given in the Holy Spirit 
 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5) 

Wind The Greek word “‘Epnevma” means ‘wind’ or ‘soul’ 
 
This appeared on the day of the Pentecost: “And suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house.” (Acts 2:2) 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ granted the Holy Spirit to the disciples with the authority of 
priesthood when He breathed on them saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  
 
This is what the Bishop does during the ordination of the priest. The bishop breathes 
in his mouth saying: “Accept the Holy Spirit". The priest responds, "I opened my 
mouth and panted." (Psalm 119:131) 

 
 


